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Herewith is presented the twelfth installment of a fiction serlal dealing with
what might bappen should European powers, after they had settled their own
differences, wage war upon the United States. The author, one of the best fiction
writers in the country, has based his story upon a thorough understanding of
military, naval, and internal conditions in the United States and upon & sound
knowledge of military and economic history. The story will cause you to realiza
the critical situation in which this country and you, your neighbors, and your
family are placed by the let-well-enough-alone attitude of the pacifists.

SYNOPSIS.

In Elgin, T, live the Ashly family, conslsting
of Nuthan Asbby, vwaer of the Ashly Brasas com-
pany; and his wife; a daughter, Nellie, married to
Bob Wendell, o navy licutenant; and Jim Ashby, a
son, engaged to Agoes Ware Nathoao Ashby i
the archtype of pacifist, dea! to the warnings of
impending danger to America. Almost out of &
elear sky news in recelved that the United States
scout crulser Salem, proceeding aghinst orders, in
the North Atlantic has encountered the fleet of the
league of tormer Europran enemies and has been
sunk, 8 deliberate act of war. Bob is recalled to
Newport News, Spies are discovered in the Ashby
works, and evideace of a lesgue of spies that
swarm the country and are cven eslisted In the
army is beld by Jim Ashby, who lor a tume is held
prisoner in oma of the spics’ resdezvous in a fash-
lonable residence in Chicago. Jim after his adven-
ture returos to Elgin. War is on and Jim has
signified his intentlon to enlist. Bod arrives in
Newport News 1o find that esemy nesoplanzs bave
been dropping bombs eround the arsensl and on
the deck of the Arnzona, killing a oumber of men.
The United States army aeroplunes ure insdeguata
aguiost the highly specialized air craft divisions of
the enemy. With the Arizona's personnel cot down
to man mine plunters and destroyers, Bob is
appoloted second divisional officer and the dread-
maught steama out for Hampton Roads and to
sogsge the enemy ahips that are bombardiag the
toast towns, It is the eaemy's plaa to trap the
American fleet into reach of the submarines. They
almost succeed, but owing to the beavy fire {rom
American ships have to abandon the plan aod Gea,
pot, howewer, without first sinking one of the
American destroyars. Bob learns that two of ths
regeni’s ships have been badly damaged, one ol
thent aground off Hatterss. The second engage-
ment is of greater maguitude. The enemy fighte
the American Heet in the proportion of two to one
Yet neither seems to have a great advantage The
Arigons, Dob's ship, s disabled snd sinking.

ICopyTight:
UT there was really no use firing now.
B The Arizopa lsted so badly that the
gpuns coud not be elevated to the target.
A salvo of shells—those awful, fiendish
ghells sent on signal [rom the asroplanes—
strock all in a bunch somewhere below, and a
magnzine aft blew up; or perhaps It was
bodlers first. Anyway, the Arisons was going
down fast. As she went there was no escape
from tho turret through the baodhing room;
fnetend Holt was helping pull up Wayne aod
his men into the turret. There was ounly the
small, heavy steel door which let cut the back
of the turret to the deck. It was found
jammed, as Bob ordered it opened ; so some of
the men cursed ang others cried that they
didn't want to get out; and some ons yalled
to crawl out through the guns and two of
the men tried it. Then Lhe Coor opened and
Bob stood back to order his men out ahead
of him ; but—the ghip was going down thea—
Holt seized Bob about the waist aund shoved
him through the door, and cutside some one
else prabbed him apd swem with bhim away
from the ship.

It was the destroyer Weinwrigbt which
picked up Bob and the sailor who swam with
him; the destroyer had dashed in to try to
find the edmiral in the water pear where the
Idabo sank. For the enemy was haviecg
troubles himeelf at that instant. The Xerxes,
which had been observed to be listing for somo
time, was slipping down after the Idabo to the
bottom, and the Floron had turped over and
was floating keel to the sky, the Trajan, very
low at the stem, was belug taken ln tow by
another ghip; and two of the Phuraohs—so
men on the Walnwright enid—must soon sink

Guns were still rumbling down the eslumn,
four of the Armcerican ships still were fighting;
they finished two more of the Pharaohs be-
fore they drifted, like the rest of the silenced
ships, waterlogged huolks; for the Thors ard
the Zeus ships, which long Lefore hnd beatza
the Vermonts and the Connecticutls, closed in
and fmished the task of the Pharaohs.

Bob Wendell stood on the trembling deck of
the Wainwright surrounded by bright eyed,
tenso lipped, exbausted men. One of the bat-
tle cruisers of the regent and ope of the de-
wtroyers seemed to ohserve the Wainwright
and that it was escaping from the battle,
The destroyer gave chase. Hob Wendell
watched the other destroyer dully; his head
droopsd and be cloged his eyes. Then he
opened them agaln and roused himself; he
was seelng things which mnds bim think
again—Nellia and then Garry's little boy with
the straw hot with the “ 1. B B, Arizona ™
ribbon. Hmm.

“Ths radic room
shore,” some sne sald.
the remlt of the battle.”

“The result.”

* The official press buresu announces,” sald
the bulletin pasted to the board befors the
afice of the Elgln News, * that the American
fleet has {nflleted heavy losees upon the enemy
but has slso suffered severely, American ves

#els are retiring toward New York"

That wns the sole officia! communleation
acthorized by the admlnistration that night:
bot, in spite of the administration, the entire
truth was spread through the nation with
marvelous wwiftness. How It spread no ona
eould eny—It was spresd by secrot codes tele-
graphed ns ordinary messages; It was spread

| by private wirclass plants operatad in secret
Dlaces by the agents of the ememy who, per-
baps, learned the result of the battle directly
from the radios of the vietoriovs ships. How-
ever the news was spread. Nelllo Wendell
‘heard the facts repeated from ove to snother
Bbout her as she wtood before the newsprper
ofice, staring up at the few false lnes of offi-
‘elal “information.”

“We'ro licked, they say! . . . Who
¥ 507 1 don't know; but, by God,
Mher sy ihe Regent's sunk ou: fleet!

‘ihl-lt ean't be so! Why, we had the best oavy
Y its size In the world! Why, the fleet
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{« hearing from the
“They want to know

« + « Bat, I tell you, thay'ro gona! T got
it straigbt. They're all sunk—1iho Idaho, the
Arizona, the Pennsylvania, and H

Nellie turned and faced tbe man who was
#peaking. * Please,” ghe requested him qulet-
ly, * please toll me how you henrd that spd—
and anything else you know "

The man's eyes softened ns they gazed at
bera; he took off his hat. * Whnt do you
mean, Misg?"

“Yoa sald our ships—particularly the Ari-
rons—were sunk. How did you hear that?™

“ Why—why, 1 just beard it, Miss,
one's saying jt. | Jost heard it

And, as she challenged others, that was all
Nellle could learn that svening aa she walted
before the bulletin upon which remained post-
ed the official o from Washington. She tele-
phoned several times to her father’s bhonse ;
and, at last, when it was evident that no
more definite news was to be given out that
night, she consented to return home.
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there, of course, that she would hear from the
navy department if the departunent was tele-
graphiog personal information to the wives of
the officers who hnad heen in hattle
word came during the evening oxeept the re
port, repeated and repeated again, that the
Americans had heey Leaten: that thelr ships
were captured or sunk—and that the Arizona
was one definitely known to he sunk. Only
Iate In the night, as she lay on the copch In
the lving room listening listening—for
the telephone bell or the sound of n mersen-
ger's blcyela on the gravel path, the half
vislon, half dream which she hnd teld to Dob
camn back and showed him very clearls. [le
was with bher and their baby woas born: they
were hexide the rood and—— Tt vanished as
it eame, instantly and withont warnlng, and
Nellia vwas sittlng up, gesping and trembiling
in fear. For, though she could not define to
herself what It was, there was something In
the vislon which struek terror to her as noever
belfore ; Bob was with her, but

She started up to her feet.
was approaching the house
Nellie ran into the hall. Ier father camo
from the He was earrylng his port-
manteau—he had just arrived from Chlcago
after his return from the ecast. [le dropped
bis travellng bag ns he saw Nelllo and he pnt
a grent arm about her pityingly.

“Bo you've heard? ™ he gaid.

“ What have heard, father?”™ shae
begged him. * Please tell we everything!™

“ We're beaten at sea; you koow that? ™

“Yes; I know that™

* Qur fleet's gone, they say!™ he [terated
focredulonsly. *“ It's gone, Nellle—they nsy
our fleot’s gons ™

“Yer; I heard them. All the fmportant
ships, which were In the fight, are captored or
sunk, They sy the Arizona ls one of the
ships sunk”

“ 8o you've heard that!™

* Yea, father.”

“ Any—anything elee, little girli ™

“ Aboot Bob? Have yoo, father?™

* No,” he eald, patting her. * No" Then
she was conscious that a spnsm of snger—
of rage, violent and excessive—avas shulking
him es be tried to control himself.

“ What Is it, father?"

Nathan Ashby stood back from his deugh-
ter. “Ther told ns the fleet wns fit—thoss
damned, lying politiclans! O, part of It was
my fault, for T wanted to believe "em-—we Ald,
men like me all over the natlon! We wanted
to belove 'em, so we dld. But they lied to
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me, just the samo; dnd they knew they were
lying. Nellle, when I was talking to those
arms peopla down east they spoke of that
battle just as if 1t bhad happened and we al-
rendy were beaten. They knew what those
liars at Washington were doing; they were
sending ont Bob and the rest of the boys to—
to get It! Those damned politiciany mardered
those hoys—that's the plain truth of jt—and
to try to save thelr own cownrdly hides! The
scoundrels who are responsible onght to be
hung! 'They knew the fleet wam't strong
enough and it waen't fit, but they'd told the
coaniry it wns; and rather than stand up
now before the peopls and ndmit they'd been
lying all the time they sent Bob nnd the rest
of those hoys out to try to make pood their
1! And now they've got the army, snd
Jim's {n the army. Well, by God, they won't
do that to the army!"”

Many millions of others besides Nathan
Ashby were heing shocked to that awnkenlog
that nizht. There were only thirty or forty
thonsand lLomes In the nation where women,
like Nellie Wendell, waited that night with

ﬁ?ee with iL.

trembling hearts for word of the survivors of

the firet ; there were only thirty or forty ti
eand homes where men like Nathan Ash!
wore rising with rage at realizatinn that the
administeation, in desporate ventors to i
the " fuce" had sent a son or htother to vair
death: but through lone of homes wwas
spreading the sense he navy had been by
trayed and that the pe livd to snd tricked,
now wers exposed to the hon s of lgvasion,
Of all the onvye of the Unitod States thers
remnined only n fe cerulsers and ohsolete

battleships, a =core of destroveras, nnd some

the submarines to ald in harbor defense

here and thers and, perhaps, to eltemnpt an

ivional wenk raid. Tha navy woas gpone .

hit the army was in the makiog, and, through.
out the patlon, more than a milllon men and
boys nlready woere enrolled—that took one

min from every scoroe of homes apd made the
wrmy the closest and most Immediste apxioty
of every ond So. that night, the disorders
tha Industrial elties
bofore spread to Washington
and a mob marched up Peonsylvnnia aveous
and was kept back from tha capltol only by
A line of woldiers with fixed This-
nnd mob  reformed
for the president—howled for
the right to see the presldent and domand of
him explanation of what he had done and
word of what he was now te do.

which had seized great

durlpg the days

bavonota

porsed agaln again, the

and clamored
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swnrmed near enough to the White Flouse for
thelr tamult to be heard ln the room whare
the pregident was with hisg advisors In all
nipht aession

xcept for one man the group was 1dentical
with that which bad been in the cabinet room
when the president ordered the fieet to battle:
the man who had been present then, but wha
was absent now, was the admiral who had
commnnded the American fleet In the grest
battle. So far as Information went—and the
enemy did not bonst of Lis captore—he ha
been lost when his flagsblp, the Idaho, wur-
cumbed to the combined fire of the Trolan and
the Xerzes. The navy wns represented |n this
connell, therefore, only by Admiral Poa

He sat for a while very white and grim and
with his gray eyes glittering, while the sccre-
tary of the navy blastered through his repore
ol the dofeat and the * failure of the fleet”™
to renllse expeotations; then suddenly the
admiral was upon his feot

“Eop!™ he ordered. *Tf yon have not
shame enough to resign and then hang your-
solf you shall not further insult the men yoy
murdered.” And for a moment the admiral—

he bad had twn soms with the flest—eomplets-
ly lost control of himself. Ha stepped over
and tors the report from the hands of the
gecretary of the navy and sitruck him in the
face with it; then he hurled the sheets upon
thae Door.

*Go, nowl!l" Poe commandad him. “ Go
and pray to God for shame and strength
enough to execute yourself. Ga, fool, or hy
the souls of my sons, I'—"

The socretary of the navy fled. Poe
watched him till the door closed behind him;
then tho admiral turned back to the president
nod the others, He gazed at them sllently and
they remaloed silent noul bhe relapsed into bis
sent and his bead fell forward aod his lips
moved na i lo prayer. '

The president eddressed the secretary of
war to apen the discusslon in regard to imme-
dlate militnry dispoeitions. Gen. Stone, the
chiet of staff, listened for mors thnn an hous
without contributing to the dlscusslon; when
a enbinet member counted a battalion as a
brigade and enumerated every body of troops
ps an army corps Stone malotained silence

mdytary pian fop th

nat & politioal scheme it oo your pro
the

v mdlitary

nos=al in ey

geperal stall promises thae—if por

eszautial ! lan, of

nxiderations govern from DBow of  have

n chanee, just n chance, 1o B4 e nation

Wao most expect deflears and encrmous loss of

property. But if we can keep Lhe enemy from

debouching into the conntry for o mooth whiles

wa tnke down our arms plants and ship the

machinery woest and while we give the militin

the essentind mipiwum of mwilitary and phya-

fenl trnining, we may hope for Ounl success

t from this moment every other intirest—
however momentous—muit be subordinate to
the plan of defense "

“ Which »7" the president demanded

The general outlined it briefly, passion-
lesaly, without apology or comment The pres-
{dent stared, startled; the men of the cabinet
gazed at ench other.  “ Impossible " ** It can
pot be alloawed ™ * Unthivkable! "

Btone cut the comments short. * Mr. Pres-

ident, I nm here not to argue for this plan,
merely to inform you of it before putting it
into efect.”

Thae president, very white and trembling in
bis anger, leaned forwnrd over his table. * You

mean by that

“ TAsten '™ Stono invited, and crossed to the
window and raised the curtain so that the
tumnit of the mob could ba clearly heard. A
shot or two sounded, and then the rage of the
mob roared lguder and came clower.

# Ar. President, the people from whom you
derive your power! Do yon wish to go tn
them or have them come to yoo tomight? Ah,
a machine gun! Tt ls firing over thelr heads
naw ; but do not worry ; if they preas too hard
tlielr demand to hear from you tonight, Mr,
President, the machine gun will shot lower
and will proteot you. The nrmy, you wee, Is
the more loyali T bave given the officers my
personal pledge that from tonight military
considerationn—not polltien] ones—will dlract
ths armed forces of the nation I"

The firing outslde coased nod the breeze
brought from the tengue of the tomult: “ Get

the dammed politiclans| - Iymch the NHarg end
murderers! Lynch the damned, murdering
montebanks | ¥

The genernl leaned across the table toward
the president and pushed forward an order
for the president to sign. The president drew
back from it, then he took up his pen; he
hesitated, scratched his name, and shoved the
paper from him.

The chief of stall examined the document
and straightened. Ho put the paper in hix
pocket and dréw out another,

“This is the proclamation calling for the
recond million men which you are to issue to-
morrow morning. You observe it is not a call
for volunteers. England, baving her navy
ond the armies of France, Belglum, and Rus-
sla fighting for her, was able to wait more
then & year before enforcing comscription ;
we eannot walt. Youn bhave there the estimate
of tha number of men of military age, classed
by agen. Tomorrow you will call out the
clnsses Indieated to report for immediats
trainlng and the other classes later, as indi-
cated. Whatever obstacles may arise with

=T

Moo
\swoes
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Thus it was that, st midaight, a bugie
roused Jim Ashby-—private jo company I of
the Twentieth 1llinois regiment—{from hia
bBlagket, wliere he lay with his fellow recrnits

on the The Twentisth
Hlinols was one of the pew regiments organ-

fzed from

¥rnss of Grant park.

the ald Third regiment of the siate

gunrd Consequently it was  very short
of tents, ns well as= of equipment of
every Kind Ouly the corporals and ser-
genn W bad been privates and cor
porals In the militla, possessed uniforms,
Jin's platoon was ecommanded by Connor,

crented second lteutenant by rlpping the chev-
rans from his sleeves and sewing straps upon
most of the
. wore a brown sack sujt, desig-
kbhaki
The recruits alse bad puoiform caps and bad
Eit-

regiments camped

Jim Ashby, like

nited as o upiform by n nwrmhand
rifles and cartridge belts and bayonats
talions of five other 1linuis
frout of down-
Chlengo—something 4,000 men.
There were as many more in Llneold park:

other regiments ar battalivns we

in Grant park, along the lake

tiwn over

ro in Joackson

park Altszether there were more than
20,000 milldamen ond recruits drilling and
conditioning themselves by day in  Chi-

cago parks whie they walted for their equip-
went. At nlght different companies tosk turn
goarding the vitals of the city. Jim liad stood
guard Jduty through two nights, with the rest
of Lis company, at the electric plant which
supplied the with light and
‘!fi\\'l'l’.

It had never occurred to bhim till he wos
etatioved as guard at the great plant how
very vulpernble a modern city is to the at-
tack of small reckless biuds. A dozen men
with dynamite, If they could force thelr way
inta that great power building, could throw
half the city into darknoss and, In additlon,
coulil shut off the supply of power fram hun-
dreds of the manufacturing plaots working
day and night oo moterials suddenly ordeped
to be supplied to soldlers, A wscore of men
with high explosives could, in a few seconds,
blow np tlhe gas tanks and the milllons of the
city would be without fuel for thelr stoves—
dynamite bolf a dozen pumplng stations and
the city would be without water, except that
which might be brought in buckets from the
lake. The food of the millions lkewlse was
vuluerable, gathered in great depats. The
supplies in the pantries of the tenements, the
flats, and the houses mnd in the littla, scat-
tored stores would last for less than a week:
the reserve supplies lay in great warehouses,
elevators, and packing plants, so that a few
bundred men might destroy ull in a day; and
the railronds—they mnst be always sentinaled
now at bridge, culvert, and cut, at tunnel,
across prairis and plain. It took more thaa
a fourth of the soldiers in Chlcago—so Jim
guessed ; no figures were given out—merely
to protect the city from the forays of the re-
gent's sples and the enemy’s nationala in the
city Itselt. Inpdesd, two nighta before, every
regiment and battallon st Grant park wes

most of elty

called out, laaving only & eouple of companies
to guard ths camp. 1
As thy bugles roused the camp now at mid
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baving been ln perfect physical trim, fit for
any test, But even thirty-slx holes of golf
in mn afternoon—with a caddy carrying the
clubs—was oo preparation for earrying & rifle
and 800 rounds of ammnunition and a pack on
s ten mile practice " hike™ with the ther
mometer 58 in the shade and then digging a
tranch, and later—Ilike as not—standing guard
with every tired muscle stralned nnd every
perve tense, alert for algn of attack upon a
power plant. The sorenesas In his left arm,
where he hed recelved the first hypodermic
inoculation against typhoid, did pot serve to
meke him more comfortable. But every ome
eleo about was ae sore and stiff as he; no one
complained.

“ Where'rs we golng, do you suppose—to
camp aboot the gas works?' 1

“ Not on your lifse! Havea't you heard?"

“ What?"

“ Wa're going east, they say!”

“ Enst?"

“To New York !

“We are! Then—the regent's begun land.

fog his troops ™’

“ Transports off the east end of Long island,
they sag.”

* They are!"

Jim's soreness and weariness suddenly were
gone; instead a hot lmpulse of power and pas-
slon stirred tbhrough him It was much more
than a rejuvesation of the first excitement of
the camp in Chicago and of carrying arms
throngh the streets. The enemny of the United
States was landing—or about to land—upon
of the country! He was belng
called, with the rest of his regiment, to oppos2
them !

“ There's been big doings in Washington to-
pight. Have you heard ™

* Not mnch.™

“Well, we mony get it: we probably are
going to; but they aren't to stick it to us for
like they did with the navy—poor

the shores

nothine
devils,”
Jim choked and swullowed.
Lie had been thinking of Bob and Nellie
Bob killed did Nellie kpovr -5
“What's bho®ped in Wasbingid . o
nsked,
“Thes sav Stopa’s in absalute charge.™
Some one cut in eagerly. “ And ths
out a1 million more men tomor-

All the evening
Was

and

else
president calls
row '

“ He don’t eall, e orders. They're golog
to deaft by ages right away: no slackers here,

if Stone’s bossing !
The bugle blew agnin. Bugles nnawered all
nhont
“ Say. what was thnat call
That wus * Assembly,” "

“"'was not
blow s
* Well,
blowing aver
know
“ ey, s it !
" We're 1o get

the

1ou dawoed fool, they don't

sembly whan thes
' Boois

there o

want——
ind Baddles’

the Firse

they're
cavalry. 1

that's
that."

over there: col

suggested  opti-

in line, boys
mn  fours )" sergcant
mistieally,

The
nnd greater. In the week's tireless
drill company F—all raw recruits exeept the
officera and serzennts and corporals wha had
teen  promoted from the Third militia

confusion in the enmp became =reator

intenajve

regi-
ment—hnd only passably mastered squ vl deill
* Form fours!™ still broight recruits tripping
and tumbling; passable platoon evolutions by
daylight were still in the futuro; and now, in
the dark of midnizht. 8 whole battalion-—fou~
compatles together—waus  expected 1o form
and march to the Take Shore and Michignuw
Southern railroad station and Keep from get-
ting mixed up with the other battalitns f
the Twentieth naod with uncounted batialions
of otlier regiments, not to spea. of the troops
of moonted were o the warch ot
tho There was o great deal of
swearing and there was little light to let auny
one witness just liow had thy formation was—
and somehow the hattalion got started,

* Some troupe traveling with ps!™ the mnn
marching at Jim's right commented. He was
Paddy Klilbane, erstwhile shipplog clerk at
Sears-Roebuck's and atar Inficlder of their
pine; a scout for the Cubs had recommended

men who

snme time

him just bofore the Salem located the rezent’s
fleet. If Kilbane was in place, Jim wns not;
but nelther knew who was out of poaition ; but
the faet that “ Swedy " Swepson wmarched
just behind caueed Jim to suspect that both
himself and the Irvishman belonged elsewhere.
Bwensop was o large, laconie man—antl] eight
days eurlier jonitor of an apartment buildiag
—who possossed, as his reference which be
brought with him stated, a passion for order-
liness and preclaion.

Kllbane continped: *“And they must Lo
requiring us bad to start us op so this time of
the night Swedy, me bucko, "tis a rifie ye're
marching with, ot & mop, and ye're pokin'
me shins, Put #t over yo're aboulder like &
ball bat; twill not drip on yeo ™

“ Pxeuse, Mr. Kilbane ™ Swenson abliged
“ That ben fire bell, hey 1

[ro »m CONTINUEDG




